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Abstract 

 

Social Studies [Sosyal Bilgiler] as an interdisciplinary course has been a school subject in Turkey over a half 

century (Akpınar & Kaymakçı, 2012). However, integrated social studies education is fairly new concept in 

Turkey. After the curriculum reform over the last decade, Social Studies education in Turkey has been defined as 

an integrated field of study. Until this reform movement, social studies courses was only combination of history 

and geography and instructional units in the textbooks focused either on history or geography (Açıkalın, 2011; 

2014). This interdisciplinary notion of social studies education is established in the curriculum as a result of 

modeling one of the most prominent social studies organization in the world: NCSS (National Council for the 

Social Studies). This new social studies movement in Turkey has taken a thematic approach and focuses on 

developing skills and values in the curriculum (see MEB, 2009a; 2009b). The new curriculum ensure that each 

thematic unit to be a mixture of various subjects such as history, geography, economy, sociology, anthropology, 

psychology, philosophy, political science, law, civic, and other related subjects  (Semenderoğlu & Gülersoy, 

2005; Şahin, 2009; Şimşek, 2009). 

 

The new curriculum include various measurement and evaluation methods other than the traditional evaluation 

methods (see MEB, 2009a; 2009b). Former curriculum focused mostly on written exams with open-ended 

questions and/or multiple choices tests. Unlike the former curriculums, this new curriculum has adapted 

alternative assessment methods such as portfolios, self and peer evaluation, projects, poster presentations, and 

rubrics. On the contrary, the Turkish educational system is based on the standardized testing. Students are 

placed to high schools and the university based on their achievement levels in the standardized tests. The 

dominancy of the standardized testing in the Turkish educational system contradicts the newly adapted 

alternative assessment methods in the current social studies curriculum (Açıkalın, 2011; 2014). Therefore, it is 

important to discuss whether the new social studies curriculum works with the standardized testing system.  
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On the other hand, the influence of high-stakes testing in diminishing the instructional time of social studies 

classes and instructional decisions in these classes have also been discussed  in the United States (Au, 2009; 

Fitchett & Heafner, 2010; Heafner & Fitchett, 2012; Mathis & Boyd, 2009; McGuire, 2007; Saye, & Social 

Studies Inquiry Research Collaborative [SSIRC], 2013). Thus, the purpose of this paper is to compare and 

discuss the influence of standardized testing on social studies education both in Turkey and the United States.  

 

Key words: Social studies education in Turkey, standardized testing; social studies curriculum 

 

References 

 

Açıkalın, M. (2011). The current status of social studies in Turkey. Journal of Social Science Education, 10(1), 

44–53. Retrieved February 11, 2014, from http://www.jsse.org/index.php/jsse/article/viewFile/1151/1054 

 

Açıkalın, M. (2014). Future of social studies education in Turkey. Journal of International Social Studies, 4(1), 

93-102. Retrieved September 2, 2014 from http://www.iajiss.org/index.php/iajiss/article/view/130 

 

Akpınar, M., & Kaymakçı, S. (2012). Ülkemizde sosyal bilgiler öğretiminin genel amaçlarına karşılaştırmalı bir 

bakış [A Comparative perspective of general purposes of social studies]. Kastamonu Eğitim Dergisi 

[Kastamonu Education Journal], 20(2), 605–626. Retrieved January 11, 2014, from 

http://www.kefdergi.com/pdf/20_2/20_2_16.pdf 

 

Au, W. (2009). Social studies, social justice: W(h)ither the social studies in high-stakes testing? Teacher 

Education Quarterly, 36(1), 43–58. Retrieved February 11, 2014, from 

http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ851027.pdf 

 

Fitchett, P. G., & Heafner, T. L. (2010). A National perspective on the effects of high-stakes testing and 

standardization on elementary social studies marginalization. Theory & Research in Social Education, 38(1), 

114–130. Doi: 10.1080/00933104.2010.10473418 

 

Heafner, T. L., & Fitchett, P. G. (2012). National trends in elementary instruction: Exploring the role of social 

studies curricula. The Social Studies, 103(2), 67–72.  

 

Mathis, P. B., & Boyd, N. C. (2009). Who is teaching social studies? Pre-service teachers’ reaction. Social 

Studies Research and Practice, 4(3), 76–85. Retrieved February 8, 2014, from 

http://www.socstrpr.org/files/Vol%204/Issue%203%20%20Winter,%202010/Practice/4.3.7.pdf 

 

McGuire, M. E. (2007). What happened to social studies? The disappearing curriculum. Phi Delta Kappan, 

88(8), 620–624. 

 

Milli Eğitim Bakanlığı Talim Terbiye Kurulu Başkanlığı [Ministry of National Education – Curriculum 

Division][MEB]. (2009a). Sosyal bilgiler 4. – 5. sınıf programı [Social studies curriculum: Grades 4–5]. 

Ankara: Author. Retrieved September 17, 2013, from 

http://ttkb.meb.gov.tr/www/ogretimprogramlari/icerik/72 

 

Milli Eğitim Bakanlığı Talim Terbiye Kurulu Başkanlığı [Ministry of National Education - Curriculum Division] 

[MEB]. (2009b). Sosyal bilgiler 6. – 7. sınıf programı [Social studies curriculum: Grades 6–7]. Ankara: 

Author. Retrieved September 17, 2013, from http://ttkb.meb.gov.tr/www/ogretimprogramlari/icerik/72 

 

National Council for the Social Studies [NCSS]. (2010). National curriculum standards for social studies: A 

framework for teaching, learning, and assessment. Washington, DC: Author. 

 

Şahin, Mustafa (2009) Cumhuriyetin Kuruluşundan Günümüze Türkiye’de Hayat Bilgisi Dersi Programlarının 

Gelişimi [Evolution of the Life Studies Curriculum in Turkey from Republic Period to Present]. Uluslararası 

http://www.jsse.org/index.php/jsse/article/viewFile/1151/1054
http://www.iajiss.org/index.php/iajiss/article/view/130
http://www.kefdergi.com/pdf/20_2/20_2_16.pdf
http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ851027.pdf
http://www.socstrpr.org/files/Vol%204/Issue%203%20%20Winter,%202010/Practice/4.3.7.pdf
http://ttkb.meb.gov.tr/www/ogretimprogramlari/icerik/72
http://ttkb.meb.gov.tr/www/ogretimprogramlari/icerik/72


The 2014 WEI International Academic Conference Proceedings              New Orleans, USA 

 

 

The West East Institute                                                                                      145 

Sosyal Araştırmalar Dergisi [The Journal of International Social Research], 2(8), 402-410. Retrieved 

September 17, 2013, from http://www.sosyalarastirmalar.com/cilt2/sayi8pdf/sahin_mustafa.pdf 

 

Şimşek, Ahmet (2009) Reform in the Social Sciences Curriculum of Turkey: An Evaluation in Terms of 

Teaching History. International Journal of Instruction, 2(2), 73-90. Retrieved September 17, 2013, from 

http://www.e-iji.net/dosyalar/iji_2009_2_5.pdf 

 

Saye, J., & Social Studies Inquiry Research Collaborative (SSIRC). (2013). Authentic pedagogy: Its presence in 

social studies classrooms and relationship to student performance on state-mandated tests. Theory & Research in 

Social Education, 41(1), 89–132. doi: 10.1080/00933104.2013.756785 

 

Semenderoğlu, A., & Gülersoy, A. E. (2005). Eski ve yeni 4–5. Sınıf sosyal bilgiler öğretim programlarının 

değerlendirilmesi [An evaluation of the old and the new social studies curricula (Grade 4–5)]. Dokuz Eylül 

Üniversitesi, Buca Eğitim Fakültesi Dergisi [The Journal of Buca Faculty Education in Dokuz Eylul 

University], 18, 141–152. Retrieved February 10, 2014, from 

http://www.befjournal.com.tr/index.php/dergi/article/view/113/92 

 

 

 

Biography 

Mehmet Acikalin is an associate professor in the Department of Social Studies Education at Istanbul University, 

Turkey. He received his master degree from the University of Missouri- Columbia in 2002 and PhD from The 

Ohio State University, USA in 2006. After completed his study, he returned to Turkey started to teach at Istanbul 

University. He teaches a variety of courses including social studies methods, instructional technologies and 

material development, and field experiences.  His research interests are computer-supported instruction in social 

studies, global education and social studies teacher education.   

 

http://www.sosyalarastirmalar.com/cilt2/sayi8pdf/sahin_mustafa.pdf
http://www.e-iji.net/dosyalar/iji_2009_2_5.pdf
http://www.befjournal.com.tr/index.php/dergi/article/view/113/92

